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while the lands in the Marmara littoral, which are high
enough near the sea, soon drop off, making a bed for the
Eiver Erghene, a branch of the Maritza. Kiaghad Khane
River, European Turkey, can supply only part of the
water required for Constantinople. Therefore, this basin
is not worth consideration for irrigation, navigation, or
even electric power.
The Anatolian Peninsula includes also the basin of the
Persian Gulf, as the Tigris and the Euphrates spring
within its boundaries. This district, however, will be
considered under Mesopotamia, with which the Persian
G-ulf basin is more closely connected.
With one or two exceptions, a study of the Anatolian
river basins indicates that high lands border the sea. A
plateau covers most of the peninsula, but the basins are
separated from each other by mountain ranges and lofty
hills. This type of formation is unfavorable for rail-
ways, while navigation becomes limited. It is impos-
sible, moreover, to construct networks of canals because
the rivers cannot be joined to each other. The plateau
cannot produce crops in abundance without irrigation.
The mountains, however, stop the north wind and make
the lands favorable for the cultivation of crops such as
rice, cotton, figs, grapes, lemons, oranges, mandarins, and
even sugar cane, which grows only in Adana. Extensive
basins such as the Su Sighirli in the Marmara littoral,
Kediz, Menderez, and Adana and small basins such as
Edremid, Bakir Chai, Kutchuk Menderez, and Antalia
are all sheltered to the north by high mountains. The
irrigation possibilities of these areas are great. In ex-
tensive basins such as those at Adana, Kediz, Menderez
and Su Sighirli, cotton cultivation should prove more
profitable than the lands of Egypt, which suffer from
the north wind.
The water basins of Anatolia are of three classes:
large rivers, small rivers and lakes. The larger basins

